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The Phillipston Congregational Church, U.C.C. 
Our Community Church 

Sunday Service 9 a.m. . 
Church telephone 978-249-8583 Rev. Flynn 978-248-9558 
 
Dear Friends 
 
I came across this anonymous story in another church newsletter. 
 
I heard recently of a minister in the Midwest who was going for a walk with a soap salesman in 
the community who was a real skeptic about Christianity. They were having quite a debate 
while walking through the park. The businessman was getting in some jabs at the inconsistency 
of Christians. As they were walking through the park the soap salesman questioned the 
minister, “How can you say that Christianity works when even within the inner city park you 
see derelicts of every kind, drugs and prostitutes? Then you have the problems of the family, 
war and disease, not to mention the negative problems of the world. How can you say that 
Christianity works? Just look around – it’s not working.” They walked in silence for a few 
moments, and then the minister turned to him and said, “You’re a soap salesman, right?” “Yes, 
of course,” was the reply. “Is it good soap?” “It’s the best soap on the market!” was the 
comment of the salesman. The minister turned and pointed to a small child playing in the park 
who was covered with dirt and grim and said, “This boy is dirty and filthy from the mud in the 
park; doesn’t your soap help him?” The salesman said, “Well, you’ve got to apply the soap.” 
The minister’s response was, “So it is with the Christian faith. You must apply the Christian 
faith in order for it to work.” 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
 
 
Stephanie C. Flynn 
 
At the 10 a.m. service on Sunday, September 11, 201, we will remember the tenth anniversary 
of the terrorist attack on September 11, 2001.  We will say special prayers in remembrance of 
the victims and all who aided the victims.  
 
The Transfer Station's FREE DAY on July 23rd was a huge success and 
hopefully a great help to those residents who are now rid of 85 TVs, 42 
monitors, 33 towers, 23 VCR/DVDs, 22 printers, 12 keyboards, 2 typewriters, 
17 stereos, 10 speakers, 1 scanner, 5 laptops, 4 humidifiers, 17 microwaves, 
and 17 miscellaneous electronics such as telephones, headphones, wires, and 
chips. 
  



Calendar Celebrating Phillipston’s 225th Anniversary 
 

Selectmen are asking us to work together to make this 225th Anniversary “a year to 
remember.”  To accomplish this, they are suggesting that each Group consider 
planning an event, something small or big, inside or outside, educational or just fun.  
The possibilities are endless.  Let’s unite and make this a year long celebration. 

 

Events planned so far are: 
 
 
September 10, 2011 "Walk to Willis Road Bridge" led by Dick Hamel. Meet at the 
Common at 10:00 A.M.  
 
September 18 – Church and Historical Society co-sponsoring dramatic 
Civil War Era program about the conspiracy behind Lincoln’s assassination    
 
September 24----Special harp, violin, organ concert presented at the 
Congregational Church. 
 
October 15, 2011 "Explore Goulding Village" led by Dick Hamel. Meet at the 
Common 10:00 A.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historical Commission of Phillipston 
*Willis Road Bridge Hike - September 10th* 
Join Dick Hamel on this interesting look back in the history of Phillipston when bridges were 
constructed entirely of stone. Having lived here all of his life, and walked just about every inch 
of our town, Dick is familiar with and very knowledgable about many unique places in 
Phillipston. We will meet on the *Common at 10 a.m. on Saturday, September 10, 2011* and 
then car pool to Willis Road. The short, steep hike to the bridge is about half an hour. Those 
interested may wish to continue on to the Phillipston Dam. This is one of the series of hikes to 
get to know our town sponsored by the Phillipston Open Space Committee and Historical 
Commission. 

 
THE NEWSLETTER IS ON  www.phillipston.com 
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Phillips Free Public Library   
25 Templeton Road - Phillipston, MA  01331  #978-249-1734 

Phillipstonlibrary@comcast.net 
Library Director:  Jackie Prime 

The Board of Trustees meeting will meet on September, 7 at  7pm at the library 

 Fall Hours 
Monday:  5:00 – 8:00  Tuesday  9:00 – 2:00  Saturday  9:00 –11:00 

Book Club 
Our Next Book Club meeting will be Wednesday, September 21 at 7:00. We 
will be discussing ‘Memory of Water’ by Karen White. For more information, 
call Jackie at the library 249-1734 
 

Story Hour 
      Story Hour will begin on Tuesday, September 20 at 10:30am.  Come and 
join us for stories, games, crafts, snacks & FUN!! 
 

New Books  
  Thinking about redecorating a room or two?? Come and check out these new 
books to get some ideas! 
 

Nate Berkus “Home Rules” 
Country Living “500 Quick & Easy Decorating Projects & Ideas 
“Romantic Prairie Style” 
“501 Decorating Ideas Under $100” 
     
COUNCIL ON AGING SEPT. NEWS 
PARTLY FUNDED BY THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ELDERS 
 

Lunches are served on the 1st and3rd Tuesday of each month in the vestry of the church at 12 
noon.  Please make a reservation by calling Jean Marshall at 978-249-3164 or by signing up 
before hand. 
 

Blood pressure clinic on the 3rd Tuesday from 11 to 12 in the vestry. 
 

Sept 6th     Sept 20th 
Split pea soup/crackers   Three C soup 
Meatballs    w/crackers 
Jardiniere gravy    Turkey & cheese wrap 
Mashed potatoes    Macaroni salad 
Whole wheat bread   with carrots 
Peaches     Applesauce 
 

Sept six will be a brown paper bag auction, bring something in a sealed bag beginning with the 
letter N. 
  



Monthly Articles About 
Our Beautiful Queen Lake in Phillipston 

by Queen Lake Assoc. Board of Director, Claire Adomaitis 
Article XX 

Nights are becoming cooler, mist rises from the water early in the morning and 
some of the leaves are starting to change colors.  The hardy souls are still swimming 
in the Queen Lake water and using the beach catching the last rays of summer.  After 
Labor Day Weekend, the boat ramp will be open continually and the porta pottie will 
be removed, a sure sign that summer is over.  Plan accordingly! 

Watersheds have been discussed before and one may wonder what actually is a 
watershed.  It is an area of land in which all the water drains into a particular low-lying 
river or other surface water body.  The boundaries of a watershed are determined by 
higher areas of land which separate it from adjacent watersheds.  We need watershed 
areas around Queen Lake to keep the water crystal clean. 

Nutrient Overload (which harms the lake) can be caused by excess levels of 
phosphorus and nitrogen being introduced to the lake from a variety of sources 
including; failing septic systems, urban storm water runoff, and residential use of 
detergents, fertilizers and organic debris disposal.  Organic products that are 
biodegradable should be used.  Ideally a buffer zone, usually 20 to 30 feet of 
undisturbed land between the lake and home, will create an essential filter buffering 
the lake from excessive nutrients. 

A great time was had by all on August 13th at the “Historical Day” on the common 
celebrating Phillipston’s 225th Anniversary.  Another great celebration day is going to 
be held in October along with the “Pumpkin Weigh-In”  with the evening closing with a 
gigantic display of fireworks.  Be sure and save the day for a wonderful, fun-filled time! 

 

PHILLIPSTON LIONS CLUB 
BREAKFAST 

SATURDAY, September 17, 2011 7:30 A.M. – 10:30 A.M. 
PHILLIPSTON CHURCH 

Orange Juice, Toast, Eggs, Sausage, Home Fries, French Toast, Coffee, De-Café 
Coffee, Tea & De-Café Tea Omelets $1.00 extra 

$6.00 Adults & Young Adults 
$5.00 Senior Citizens $4.00 Children under 12 years 

SPECIAL $6.00 
“Everything but the Kitchen Sink” 

Scrambled eggs with Salami, Ham, Pepperoni, Onion, Tomatoes and cheese with 
Homefries, Toast or English muffin  





Flea Market Committee 
Needs Storage Place 

 

 Thanks to the generosity of 
Martha Craft, we have been able to 
store donated items in her garage 
until the Bazaar in June.  But, she is 
moving and so we are looking for a 
garage, barn, etc. to house our stuff 
as we collect it during the year.  If 
you have a place, or know of one the 
church can use, please call Gerry 
Gariepy at 978-939-5465 or Jim 
Potter at 978-939-4470. 
 

And, thank you, 
Martha! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Dinner and a Concert 
Saturday, September 24, 2011 

Congregational Church of Phillipston 
Phillipston Common 

Swedish Meatball Dinner 
One Seating at 6:00 p.m., cost: $10. 
Call 978.939.4086 for reservations 

The Free Concert will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
All are welcome to attend 
Harpist - Lois Francello 

Violinist - Seth Burt 
Organist - Richard Torlai 
Soprano - Dorrie Blakney  



 
  



TO ALL PHILLIPSTON BOYS (GRADES 1-5) - 
YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN CUB SCOUT PACK 39! 

    
 
 
 
 

 

Girl Scout Car Wash 
Saturday, September 10th 

Between the Church & the Library 
Come let us wash your car and you can help us get to 

Bromley Adventure Park in September. 
$5.00 Donation 

 
FOR SALE 

Platform Bed with underneath storage, 1 (man’s) high boy dresser, 1 (ladies) dresser with 
mirror, 1 night stand.  All matching set. 

$300.00 call Rick 781-690-6195 
  

Come to our Welcome Night Campfire 
Wednesday, September 21st—6:30-7:30 p.m. 

at the Red Apple Farm 
 

See scout displays,meet Cub and Boy Scouts, 
and learn about campfire safety!   

Registered scouts will receive a Rain Gutter 
Regatta boat kit to race at the next Meeting! 

 
Registrations for all Scouts (New and Returning) 

Will be taken this evening; 
RETURNING SCOUTS, 

please wear your uniforms! 
 

If you have any questions, or would like to  
register but cannot attend, 

please call Cubmaster Cara Schutz 978-249-4993 



NO MORE TRANSFER STATION STICKERS! 
 

The Board of Health is pleased to announce plans for the institution of a new system that will 
replace Transfer Station stickers with pre-printed 33 gal. plastic bags that can be purchased at 
residents’ convenience in local grocery and variety stores.  Specific vendors will be named in 
the next few months. Each bag will cost $2.00, the same as the old stickers.  Until the system is 
fully in place, residents will still be able to buy stickers from the Town Clerk and those who 
pre-purchased stickers from Town Clerk can continue to use them until January 1, 2012.  
 

Residents using the Transfer Station will also be required to purchase Transfer Station 
membership stickers for their vehicles.  One membership sticker will cost $10 per year.  
Additional stickers for other family cars will cost $5 each. These will be available through the 
mail or at the Board of Health office on Wednesday mornings.  
 

White goods such as washing machines, florescent bulbs, and tvs can still be disposed of at the 
Transfer Station, but payment for disposal will have to be with a check made out to the Town 
of Phillipston given to attendants there at the time of disposal.  No cash will be handled at the 
Transfer Station. 
 

ATTENTION PHILLIPSTON NEWSLETTER READERS 
The Phillipston Community Newsletter is put together and mailed by volunteers and members 
of The Congregational Church of Phillipston, U.C.C. This is mailed to every mail box in 
Phillipston. The newsletter is available to all nonprofit organizations in town to post news 
items or notices of upcoming events. Businesses in town may place ads at $20 for a full page 
$10 for a Half page and $5 for quarter page. A full page for the newsletter is 7” x 8.5” with a 
.5” margin. Please support your Community Newsletter by submitting your ad or news items 
by the 23rd of the month to allow time us to get it out on the 1st. Items received after that will be 
put in the next month. Ads or news items may be sent to: 

The Congregational Church of Phillipston, U.C.C. 
60 The Common 
Phillipston, MA 01331 
Attention: Newsletter 

Items can also be sent by e-mail to newsletter@phillipston.com ,which is preferred.  
Payments for ads and any other donations should be sent to the church at the same address. 
The Congregational Church of Phillipston, U.C.C will decide what can be put in the newsletter 
and also may limit the number of pages in an issue. 
All questions or comments can be sent to the address above or e-mailed to 
newsletter@phillipston.com.  

OCTOBER IS DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 20rd 

Karate lessons 
Karate Classes now forming, learn discipline, respect, self control. Have fun while 
learning.Great for ADD, ADHD, New student will receive a free uniform. 
Info call Linda 978-630-2166  

mailto:newsletter@phillipston.com�


Members of the Phillipston Historical Commission: 
 The Board of Selectmen for the Town of Phillipston would like to extend their heartfelt 
thanks and certainly the thanks of all its’ citizens to the Historical Commission for the 
extraordinary celebration of the Town’s 225th Anniversary “Picnic on the Common” on August 
13, 2011.  We would be remiss if we did not single out Mrs. Jane French for her creativity and 
dedication to this event. Her determination to make that day a success was apparent to 
everyone present.   
 What a joy to see residents, both young and old, enjoying all the sights and sounds on the 
Common on that sunny day. From the dignitaries of the past, to the parades to the re-
enactments, there truly was something for everyone to enjoy. Thank you for all of your hard 
work in making a monumental anniversary event for the entire Town to enjoy. 
Sincerely, 
The Phillipston Board of Selectmen 
Thomas Brouillet   David Bramhall   John Telepciak 
Chair       Asst. Chair     Clerk 

 
North Quabbin Garden Club 
Thursday, September 15, 2011 7 p.m. 
Millers River Environmental Center 
100 Main Street, Athol, MA 01331 
 

Attracting Birds to your Garden 
Did you ever wonder how to attract birds to your garden? Naturalist Marie 
Nickerson will reveal helpful guidelines to create your own attractive backyard habitat 
for bluebirds and other native species. She will guide us into shifting gears from winter 
to spring, in preparation for birds that are passing through and welcoming back our 
local nesters. The discussion will range from providing nest boxes, choosing food, 
feeder location, diseases, and much more. 
 

An affiliate of the Millers River Environmental Center in Athol, the North Quabbin 
Garden Club formed in 2006 to encourage interest in all phases of home gardening. 
With efforts to promote better horticultural practices and foster civic beauty, emphasis 
is placed on use of native plants, organic gardening, and the conservation of natural 
resources. Monthly meetings are usually held on the third Thursday evening of each 
month featuring informative speakers or workshop sessions. Members are currently 
working on a wildlife habitat garden at the Millers River Environmental Center and 
planning their annual spring sale of perennial plants and specialty items. Guests and 
new members are always welcome, so join us 
this month and learn something new about 
gardening. Meetings are free to members and 
guests are asked for a donation.  



Town Clerk’s Office 
I’m asking the citizens of Phillipston if they have any old Town reports kicking around. 
The State Library of Massachusetts, at the State House in Boston, keeps a library of all Town reports.   
There are some years that are missing in their catalog.  
 

Do you happen to have a 1962, 1963 or 1964 Town Report?  The Town Clerk’s Office has no copy of 
1962 at all.  My file cabinet does have a 1963 copy which has pages 6 – 14 missing.  The year 1964 is 
complete but I have only one copy so I can’t send the Library my only copy. 
 

The Selectmen’s Office has bound 10 year increments of all Phillipston Town Reports so there are 
copies available for review.     
 

The only other year I’m missing is 2005 my copy has disappeared.  If you have copies please call my 
office at 978-249-1733 or come by and see me.  The Town Clerk’s Office is open Mondays 9:00am to 
9:00pm with an hour closed for supper from 5:00-6:00pm.   The office is open Wednesdays from noon 
to 6:00pm and Saturday mornings from 8:00 to 11:00am.   
 

I appreciate your help.       Karin Foley/Town Clerk 
 

Motorcycle for sale 
750cc blue Honda shadow spirit. 08 under 500 miles, excellent condition. $4500 
550cc black kawa 09 under 400 miles, excellent condition $3500. 
Info call Deb 1-413-835-5264 

 
  



Mark September 18th on Your Calendar 
 

The Congregational Church and the Historical Society are co-sponsoring a program to honor 
the Town’s 225th and it’s one NOT to be missed!  
 

Sunday, September 18th 
2:00 P.M. 

Phillipston Congregational Church 
 

A theatrical presentation about the involvement of Mary Surratt in Lincoln’s assassination will 
be presented by Muriel Dyas at the church.  Ms. Dyas thoroughly researches the lives of 
scandalous women in history and brings them to life in her dramatic storytelling.  The Mary 
Surratt presentation will provide us the opportunity to see the Civil War period from the 
Southern point of view and to understand why assassin John Wilkes Booth expected to be a 
hero.  In the end, you will decide if Mary was innocent or guilty of charges pressed against her. 
Please spread the word about this special program that will be both educational and 
entertaining.  Let’s fill the church.  When Ms. Dyas heard about our small town and its 225th 
anniversary, she waived her fee!  Be sure to thank her.  Refreshments will be served after the 
program. 

 
Say Good-bye to the McMahons! 

Our dear friends and neighbors, leaders in everything Phillipston, are moving to Florida. Come 
celebrate their contributions to the town and help us wish them well at a town-wide, pot-luck, 
BYO party at Red Apple Farm. We need appetizers, salads, main dishes, and desserts. Just as 
important, no gifts but please bring a typed or hand-written memory or special wish you have 
for Thelma and Phil.  

 

Thursday, September 29th 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Red Apple Farm has a seating limit of 120, so be among the first to call Joan Johnson at 978-
249-0179 or e-mail her at jjenningsj@comcast.net. Please include the category of dish you 
intend to bring and your telephone number. 
 

 

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER IS DEADLINE 
SEPTEMBER 20th 
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*Thank You* 
The Historical Society's Picnic on the Common on Saturday, August 13, 2011 
was a memorable day due to the kind help of: 
Jane French, Kim Pratt, Larry French, Rich Valcourt, John Williams, Dick 
Hamel, Pat Rayner and Bonnie House 
The Phillipston Cultural Council 
Blacksmith Joe Lambert 
The Congregational Church of Phillipston 
Tim Haley and his crew 
Al Rose and the Red Apple Farm 
The Whiting Farm 
The Agricultural Commission 
Paula Haley and her crew making lunches and working the barbecue 
The Ladies Benevolent Society for work at the Grove 
Craig and Jeanne Twohey and the King Phillip Restaurant 
Isaac Gallant for history at the water pump and the flag on the church 
Doug Wheeler and the Orange Fire Department for use of a rescue prop 
Everyone who helped to set up on the Common and the clean-up crew 
The many character actors who visited town that day 
Allison Lehoux and her crew working at the "Kids' Korner" 
Dave Bramhall for recruiting and organizing the antique cars 
The owners of the antique cars for their participation 
Glen Whitney for bringing his animals 
Meridian Gymnastics Team for their demonstration 
Rich and Ruth French for the use of their teepee 
Mike Flye and the Rebel Company of 7th Tennessee, Co. D. 
Opal Clark and Terri Johnson for research and help with displays 
Richard Torlei for his help and equipment 
The Campos Family and Laury Robbins for the use of the large tent 
Paul Lehoux for photo work 
Quabbin Valley Ducks Unlimited for the use of their easels 
Phillipston Police Chief Kevin Dodge 
The many other people too numerous to name who worked on 
     making this a very special day 
 
 

The Phillips Free Public Library Trustees invite contractors to bid  
on the Restroom Reconstruction at the library. 

 

Project specs are available from the Selectman’s office (978-249-6828)  
or from Trustees Dan Sanden (978-249-4913)/Karen Perkins (978-249-3863). 
  

Bids are due at the Selectmen’s Office (50 The Common, Phillipston, MA 01331) on 
September 21.  
  

Bids will be opened publicly on September 22; 6pm at the Library. 
  



The Phillipston Board of Health  
The Phillipston Board of Health will be accepting Betterment Loan Applications from those 
Phillipston residents whose septic systems have failed. The Board is in the process of finalizing 
the application and will post it by August 1st on the town website www.phillipston-ma.gov for 
residents to download and complete. After August 1st hardcopy applications will also be 
available at the Board of Health office on Wednesday mornings. 978-249-1735 
 

Phillipston seniors who might want to participate in Phillipston’s Property Tax Write-Off 
program by selling Transfer Station stickers/bags at Town Hall or the new Annex on Saturdays 
and some Wednesday afternoons should call Joan Johnson at the Board of Health at 978-249-
1735 and leave your name and telephone number. 
 

WANTED:  SEASONAL Part-Time SECRETARY 
The Board of Health in Phillipston is looking for a secretary to manage a small office one 
morning per week (4-5 hrs.) and take notes at twice-monthly early-evening Board meetings 
from November through April.  This person will write letters, complete forms, file, answer the 
phone, and other traditional secretarial duties.  Please send resume to Phillipston Board of 
Health, Town Hall, Phillipston, MA 01331. 
 

Be Sure to Sign Historic Quilt 
 

Since the early 1800’s, Signature Quilts have been a popular way to earn money while 
celebrating a special occasion.  Many of the early signature quilts are now prized pieces in 
museum collections and have become valuable for genealogical research.  Master Quilter 
Barbara Sanden is assembling one for the Ladies Benevolent Society that will be raffled to 
celebrate the Town’s 225th. 
 

The quilt will have room for 140 signatures.  It will cost $5 to sign a square, and your signature 
will qualify you to have your name entered in the raffle for the quilt, which will take place in 
December at the Memory Tree and Citizen of the Year Ceremony.  The quilt design is a 
beautiful one and will be very precious filled with names of local townspeople,  
a one-of-a-kind treasure.   
 

Squares will be available in the church vestry following the Mary Surratt presentation and also 
at the Fall Fair.  Many have signed already; be sure your name goes on that piece of history … 
and you may win it ! 
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